
When Should I Sign Up for Medicare?

Avoid the penalties: Don’t miss your enrollment window!
If you fail to sign up for Medicare when you’re first eligible, you’ll be forced to wait. This means you could go months without 
coverage, and you’ll probably have to pay a monthly penalty for as long as you have Part B.

Medicare can be a confusing topic for many. You can’t simply sign up anytime you want – and your enrollment timeframe can depend on a variety of factors. To help 
you figure out when your eligibility begins, we’ve put together the following flowchart.

Ready to sign up? Visit Medicare.gov to get started.

Do you currently have insurance?

Do you only 
have Part A?

You’re all set!

Do you have 
both Part A 
and Part B?

No

No

No

No

No

Yes, but I only have 
Medicare (with no 
other insurance)

Sign up for both Part A and 
Part B as soon as you’re 
eligible (for most people 
that starts 3 months before 
they turn 65 and ends 3 
months after they turn 65)

Yes, and I get my 
coverage from...

A family member’s 
job (Only applies 
if you have a 
disability or ALS) 

My job or my 
spouse’s job?

Are you or your 
spouse still 
emplopyed?

Is your coverage 
through TRICARE 
for Active Duty?

Have you or 
your spouse 
worked at least 
10 years at a 
job where you 
paid Medicare 
taxes?

Check 
with your 
state 
Medicaid 
program

Medicare isn’t 
required for you. 
If you want, you 
can sign up 
when you’re first 
eligible.

SIgn up within 8 
months after the 
primary insured 
party retires

Check with the 
employer that 
provides your 
insurance coverage

Are they still 
emplopyed?

Yes, for a 
company 
with 20+ 
employees

Yes, for a 
company 
with 100+ 
employees

Yes, for a 
company 
with less 
than 20 
employees

Yes, for a 
company 
with less 
than 100 
employees

VA, CHAMPVA 
or TRICARE

Medicaid Other

Yes

Yes

Marketplace

This piece is not intended to provide specific legal, tax, or other professional advice. For a comprehensive review of your personal situation, always consult a tax or legal advisor.
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